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UPDATE STAFF 

Watching and Waiting – Waiting and Watching! 
 

Although Advent may be one of the shortest of the 
liturgical seasons, this year it feels like it has become a 
perpetual season which began last March!  There has been 
an awful lot of waiting and watching over these past 8 
months, hasn’t there? 
 
In spite of how things are different/will be different this 
year for Advent and Christmas, may be more so than in 
other years, we need to do some type of Advent activity 
that takes us out of 2020 and reconnects us to other years.  
Maybe it means taking a few moments to be quiet and to 
wait or to read one of the reflections found in The Little 
Blue Book.  Maybe it means having an Advent wreath and 
Advent prayers as part of the evening meal ritual.  Maybe 
it means participating in the Advent Glow, either in person 
or by livestreaming.  Maybe it means celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation at our Penance Service on 
Tuesday, December 15.  Or maybe it simply means being 
a person who from a distance brings joy and hope to 
someone else. 

Happy Belated Thanksgiving to the Saints of Mary Mother. 
 
For many of us, we were not able to have our normal 
Thanksgiving celebration; however, we DO have so much 
to be thankful for.  I challenge everyone to sit quietly for 
five minutes and reflect on all your wonderful God-given 
blessings and to give God thanks in prayer.  Rather than 
think of a missed opportunity of sharing Thanksgiving and 
maybe Christmas, in the words of a good friend, “it is worth 
giving up one Thanksgiving and maybe one Christmas in 
order to have many more to celebrate in the future.” 
 
The Parish Council is currently re-organizing each 
commission for what activities seem to fit best within their 
mission.  We are also in the process of reviewing the by-
laws.  A major change approved by the Parish Council is 
that the term of a council member will be 3 years. 
 
Through all of this, let us focus on our yard signs that read: 
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season.”  A big thank you to 
Dave Baranowski and Wendy Franklin for taking the lead 
to produce and distribute these wonderful signs. 
 
As always, if you have something you would like for the 
Parish Council to discuss, please notify any commission 
leader.  Everyone is always welcome to attend a Council 
meeting; just let someone know you are coming.  Due to 
Covid, when we can meet in person, we have limited 
seating.  Our meetings are the 4th Thursday of every month 
beginning in January. 
 
Merry Christmas to all and may God shower you with His 
blessings of good health, peace and joy. 

A little over three years ago, my wife, Sharon, and I bought 
a house off Kerth Road.  We only moved nine miles from 
our previous house, but changed parish boundaries.  We 
were at St. Francis of Assisi for thirty-one years. 
 
Some of my priest friends suggested that we stay at St. 
Francis; but several other priest friends said we should join 
the new parish – Mary, Mother of the Church.  Why?  
Because we are called to be pilgrims; we are not called to 
be comfortable.  Moving to a new parish would certainly 
take us out of our comfort zone. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI said, “To go on a pilgrimage means to 
step out of ourselves in order to encounter God.”  We love 
our old parish; but we also love our new parish.  We are 
learning that our “pilgrimage” is not just a physical move; 
but it’s more about the interior conversion of our heart, 
moving closer to Jesus. 
 
We are very happy with both our new “physical” home and 
our new “spiritual” home.  We look forward to the next step 
of our pilgrimage to see where God will lead us. 

ADVENT 
PREPARE FOR THE 
DAY OF THE LORD. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Dave Baranowski          pcveep@marymother.org 

********************************
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PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY 
Sandra & Howard Hoffman    504-0647 

pcsec@marymother.org 

Council Minutes August 2020  
 
Formation Evening: (7:00pm)   
 Discussion: Moving Our Parish Forward – Dave - Maintenance Driven or Mission Driven Parish? Parishioner need or      

outward focus  

                       Group 1: in the middle with some maintenance and some mission  

Are you living on the memory of what we’ve done or are we still doing these things?  
Opportunities going forward: phone calls  
  Group 2: in the middle as well  
Some activities become missionary or can become a mission activity  
Commitment is a strong part of the parish  

  Group 3: maintenance  

We feel like we’re just hanging on and unsure of the future  
More outreach in our own community  

Having more opportunity for young people  
Change the mindset of some long term parishioners to become more missionary  
Opportunities going forward: phone calls  

 Commission minutes recap and new information  

 Admin/Finance: Mary Gudinas Major Projects::                         
In spite of all the rains we did not get any water in  the   
annex basement.  
Sound System in Reilly Center > 7 of 12 speakers do not work  
New decking on the back of the rectory – but did not include railings / wasps were in the rails.  

Christian Service: Rob Telthorst  
How to carry on the Rock Church Christmas event safely—We will designate a drop off area at Mary 
Mother for presents then a small group from Mary Mother will deliver the presents to Rock Church where 
the adopted families will pick them up.    
The need for and what does, the next social justice program (following Witnessing Whiteness) look like? 
recommended starting this process with a “Cultural Proficiency Survey” which would hopefully start pa-
rishioners thinking about social justice issues.   Should the education and spiritual part of our social justice 
mission be shifted to Christian Formation? 

Social: Becky McDonnell:  When do we start to cancel events?  8-10 weeks out.  Sensational Seniors have been can-
celled.  Are we building community or forcing an event?  With smaller events, could we build better com-

munity?  

Items that might need quality time for discussions  
Mary Gudinas/Fr. Chuck: 2 capital improvement expenses (Upgrade/repair Sound system in Reilly Center + new railing 

for the deck on the back of the rectory) that were not included in the budget. Audio system approved.  Railing ap-
proved.  

Fr. Chuck: Another expense not included in the budget > a change in the parish policy on offering financial support to 
any household sending their child to any Catholic grade school. This will be part of the operating budget in the fu-
ture.  It would be part of the Beyond Sunday funds this year.  The policy would change to any parishioner who sends 
their child to a Catholic elementary school would receive this help.  Approved.  

Dave Baranowski, Kim Blackford & Jeanne Rothermel: Initial discussion on restructuring the Christian Formation and 
Evangelization Commissions.    

Move the Stewardship Committee from Christian Formation to Evangelization.  
Rename Evangelization to The Missionary Discipleship Commission.  
Expand social justice education and formation into Christian Formation.  

To work in conjunction with the Christian Service Commission  
Move Human Rights Committee from Christian Service to Christian Formation.  
October 3rd annual parish leadership meeting – approved  

Possible starting with 8:00 Mass. Meeting will be held in church  
Live stream questions will need to be addressed  

Early 2021 – open house  
Christmas Signs  
Annual Parish Stewardship Renewal – move this to January or February to tie in to other events currently being 

done in the parish around the same time involving Stewardship  
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Parish Council Minutes September 2020  
  

Follow-up from the August Meeting & earlier > Gary   
Before discussing proposed Commission realignments, each commission is being asked to submit to Gary & Dave what 

subcommittees are part of the Commission and what are the dates scheduled for tentative events.  
Annual stewardship (renewal to commitment to be a steward) to take place in January/February.  Is there going to be a 

festival of ministries every year? Under normal circumstances, this should happen every year but with the current 
environment, looking for something different might be best. We recommend not having the traditional festival of 
ministries. Videos could be possible.  
What does the stewardship committee envision for this?  How can we make their vision happen? Wendy Franklin 
would need to be contacted.   

Should we shift our stewardship focus from “The Rock” to St. Anthony’s of Padua? Could a committee be formed to 
determine how to go about helping St. Anthony’s?  Before we made the shift, could we reach out to the Rock to 
learn more about their parish and see what else we could do to help there?  How can we get more people out to do 
“front line” work to help others? Talk to tithing – Laurie – and Steve who takes the donations to the Rock.  

Christmas yard signs.  “Jesus: The Reason for the Season.”  Fr. Chuck would like the Mary Mother name prominently 
displayed on the sign. We agree this would be a worthwhile event for the parish.  

 
 Commission minutes recap and new information  
 Admin/Finance: Mary Gudinas  

Beyond Sunday distribution received > $4814.61. It covers the cost for new PSR curriculum Faith Di-
rect is over 50% of our stewardship revenue.  
Some major problems in the future > Reilly Center roof - $100,000 is for both Church & Reilly Center + 
parking lot  

Christian Formation: Kim Blackford  
How can we affect the social justice education to positively impact parishioners? Maybe pushing interac-
tion     through service might be a good starting point.  The term social justice should “turn people off” to 
the group.  The peace and justice commission might be a better name or way to present this aspect of our 
stewardship.  Social justice incorporates a large number of categories and aspects of the world.  Catholic 
social teaching has 7 items that Fr. Chuck will email the members of the PC. Acts of mercy and service go 
hand and hand and need to affect change.  

Christian Service: Rob Telthorst  
The group discussed handing off the spiritual formation/education part of our mission to Christian For-
mation.  The next education program which will most likely be a web based social justice curriculum.  
The Rock Church Christmas Program: a month-long Christmas food drive from approximately Nov 6 to 
Dec. 6.  The Christmas gift program is still being discussed.  Most likely we will be asking our parishion-
ers to adopt a family from Rock Church.  The families will provide us with a wish list for gifts.  We are 
exploring the safest way to give the gifts, i.e. gift cards or actual merchandise that could be wrapped.  
Dave Baranowski initiated a discussion regarding linking our Christian Service, evangelization and for-
mation efforts together.  Everyone agreed that overlap between commissions should be coordinated where 
ever possible.   

  Health: Mary Ann Schulte Surviving Divorce – September 3rd for 12 weeks                                                          
  Flu Clinic – Sunday, October 4th-Volunteers Needed. It is still being planned with Walgreens.  At this 
  point, only flu shots offered. There are 50 high dose shots available (for >65). Please check the "Nurse 
  Corner" in bulletin for more details.                                                                                                                              
  Good Samaritan Driver Ministry. A limited # drivers are still providing transportation. We have served 2 
  parishioners for a total of 5 rides.   

   Mass of Remembrance – Saturday, November 7th. Many things will obviously be different this year. Still 
  to be determined how this will be done.  

   Walk to Bethlehem – It was suggested during our meeting we revisit this activity. This is an activity to 
  help promote walking and an activity that can be COVID friendly. There was discussion regarding when 
  to have it-Advent or Lent. Hoping to get it together by Advent for a positive experience.  

Social: Becky McDonnell 
Bunco cancelled. 
Picnic Dinner—Oct 11 4-6:30 (Oct 18 rain date) 
Reverse Trunk or Treat – Oct. 24 6:00pm  
December 4 Advent Glow (Christian Formation)  
Dec. 13 - Happy Birthday Jesus Party for Families- there will be a modified version  
Jan 30, 2021- Progressive Dinner- we are discussing ways to make this happen. Should this be    
moved to a warm weather time?  

  Youth:  Maura Clancy:  Started more in person meetings. In October, they will have 4 activities 
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  Reflections/Updates from Fr. Chuck  

Update on the Jubilee Committee meeting > Taking place next Tuesday, September 29.   
The mission in February has been canceled for its February dates.  Have to decide whether to reschedule it 

or not, based on other activities already planned. It would be rescheduled for the fall.  

Archbishop Rozanski will be the presider for Mass on July 31, 430p.  
ACA > surpassed our challenge goal by $2K > $89,509  
Thank you from 3 families to help with sending their children to a Catholic school. The change of policy will be in 

next week’s bulletin.  
What’s the Buzz???  

We have celebrated 6 of the 9 funerals for the St. Joe Sisters, and they are incredibly grateful.  Gave us a check for 
$2300;we made a of tithe of $230 to the Development Office in the name of the Sisters.  

PSR – have two options – home school or in person.  30 1st – 5th - they are using a new program for this program this 
year based on the bible. 13 middle schoolers – this is a program through the Sunday Visitor based on 7 themed 
books. Living Rosary will be cancelled for now – this will hopefully be rescheduled at a later time. Children’s 
Liturgy at home to be considered.   

The bi-laws need to be reviewed. At least 3 parishioners need to form a committee to do this too.  
 **************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Parish Council Minutes October 22, 2020  
 

Follow-up from discussions/presentations at previous meetings 
Dave Baranowski > Displaying signs for Christmas was approved.  Next decision > choose from 3 samples.  We would 

sell them for $5.00 with the stand. 
Rob Telthorst > Follow up on our commitment to the Rock Church Thanksgiving & Christmas collection.   We have 

done shared movie nights and visiting each other for Mass. Movie nights have not  happened this year and possible 
not last year.  It’s been multiple years that visiting the other parish for worship has happened.  One other parish sup-
ports the Rock for Christmas. Are there other supports do the Rock needs or supports they could use?  We would like 
to form relationships and not just giving resources. 

Gary & Dave:  Re-organization of activities with the various commissions 
Change Evangelization Commission to Missionary Discipleship 
Change Human Rights committee to Catholic Social Principles - approved 
Change Pro-Life to Respect Life – approved depending discuss and approval of the change with the members of the 

committee 
Stewardship moved from Formation to Discipleship – approved 
Added committees – Strategic Maintenance Committee under Ad/Fin and Communion for Homebound under Liturgy 
Each commission, please break down the committee list to what is a committee or continual and what is an 

event or once a year and what can be removed from the list. 
Jonah Team and Prayer Groups and Living Rosary and Contemplative Prayer under Missionary Discipleship 
Advent Glow – keep as Social 
Add Corner Stone 
Remove the YACHT club under Social 

 Gary:  Becky spoke of a committee to look at connecting with/twinning with/missioning towards other parishes, in  
  particular St. Anthony of Padua.  Status? 
  We need a clear picture about what we’re doing with the Rock before we reach out to other parishes. After we find 

 out more information, we will decide on the next step of making a commitment to another parish.   
 

Commission minutes recap and new information 
Admin/Finance: Mary Gudinas 

 No major changes/all roof repairs/skylight work is now complete 
 $12,500 surplus for the first quarter • $6000 of the $8000 gift given for Covid relief has been distributed to the St. 
 Vincent de Paul Society 
 School Family Financial Support - half ($350 each) has been already to the schools for 4 families. The full amount 
 ($700 x 2) for the one family 
 Strategic Maintenance Committee - The goal is to develop at least a 5-year forward plan for major repairs. 

Christian Service: Rob Telthorst 
Plans for the Rock Church Christmas drive were finalized.  We will only be providing gift cards for our friends at 

 rock church.   The “Giving Trees” will be utilized again this year, there will be ornaments on the trees which will 
 represent a family’s gift card needs. Starting Nov. 1  We will collect food for a Rock Church Christmas food drive  
 but only a few volunteers will be transporting the food to the Rock Church. We will also collect for St. Vincent De
 Paul Society     
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 Health: Mary Ann Schulte:   Mass of Remembrance – Saturday, November 7th. Volunteers are needed. The exact for-

mat of the Mass is still being discussed. Options to replace breakfast after mass are being discussed. 
Bound for Bethlehem. Pamphlet will be made available with information about the walk and a calendar to track 
your miles. The walk starts the 1st Day of Advent. 
Good Samaritan Driver Ministry. Two different people each had 1 ride. 

Liturgy: Carol Mason:  For Christmas, we will have live streaming into the Reilly Center and into the Parish Hall down-
stairs. We will have sign-ups for Christmas in November.  The plan is to have parishioners sign in when they ar-
rive at Christmas mass. Once the church is full, Hospitality Ministers will direct parishioners to the Reilly Center, 
then downstairs.  
Petitions - Fr. would like names on the weekend Petition List to be for 3 weeks at a time, then rotated to the bulle-
tin. However, names can stay on the list, if requested. 

Social: Becky McDonnel:  Oct. 24 Reverse trunk-or-treat- 48 kids signed up so far- CDC guidelines are being scruti-
nized to make sure the event is safe 
Dec. 4 Advent Glow-will be offered for attending in church or streamed from home- there will be no reception 
afterwards 
Dec. Happy Birthday Jesus will be made into a home version.  
Assumption Athletics- Fall CYC sports have commenced- There are very strict guidelines. Health screening forms 
are required for each practice/game. Only one parent may attend games. Masks are required at certain times, etc. 
Mission based parish- We discussed forming a committee to evaluate the needs of Rock Church, St. Anthony Pad-
ua, etc. At this months’ meeting, I’d like the council to decide if we can form a committee to evaluate the needs of 
the St. Louis area.  

Youth:  Maura Clancy:  Christmas store will not happen this year 
Comments from Cheryl Degenhart, Director of Faith Formation 

Information about Formed – over 4000 titles of different books, audio talks, movies, documentaries and studies. 
Books can be downloads and kept. 

Comments from the Vice-Chair 
 Leadership Day video is on the Mary Mother website 
Reflections / Updates from the chairman 

                Update on the review of the by-laws - next Thursday is the meeting 
Reflections / Updates from Fr. Chuck 

Update on Jubilee Planning > Met on 9/29/20 – Modified some plans – by the end of next week, we will narrow down 
our theme/a brand; Find a silhouette of Mary 

Returning to the Eucharist > where are folks at now that we are at the 7th month mark?  What’s keeping folks from re-
turning/what do you like about returning/what are you missing? Revisit next month. 

DIRECTOR OF 
FAITH FORMATION 

Cheryl Degenhart 894-1373 
cdegenhart@marymother.org  

Happy New Year!  Advent began November 29!  Advent 
marks the beginning of our Church’s liturgical year.  What 
is your family doing this Advent to prepare your hearts for 
Christmas?  During Advent, take time to reflect in joyful 
anticipation on Jesus’ birth, celebrate His presence among 
us today, and look forward to His second coming.   
 
I have some wonderful news to begin the Liturgical Year - 
Mary Mother has purchased a gift for you!  It is FORMED.  
With your free subscription to formed.org. you will be able 
to dive into the beauty of the Catholic Faith at home or from 
any internet connected device.  FORMED features the best 
Catholic content all in one place!  You will discover 
thousands of books, audio talks, movies, documentaries, 
and studies.  There is something for every member of the 
family to help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.  
Information on how to sign up and use FORMED will be 
coming soon! 

DIRECTOR OF 
LITURGY AND MUSIC 

Nate Jackson    894-1373 
Nate Jackson@marymother.org 

I’ve always loved the Austrian Christmas carol, “Still, Still, 
Still.” The lyrics speak of the gentle stillness of waiting for 
Christ’s birth.  But where can we find stillness during this 
busy season?  The readings during Advent tell us of finding 
stillness in the promise of God’s love, mercy, and peace: 

“What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” – Mark 13: 
37 
“He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he 
has remembered his promise of mercy.” – Luke 1:53 
“Do not be afraid!” – Luke 1:30 
“May the God of peace make you perfectly holy” – 1 
Thessalonians 5:23 

Likewise, our liturgies take on a simpler, more expectant 
tone during Advent.  The Gloria is omitted in anticipation 
of the great feast of Christ’s birth.  We sing hymns of   
waiting for the manifestation of God’s love on earth.    
Decorations are muted; the color purple (signifying       
penance) is used in our vestments.  All combine in an air of 
hopeful expectation. 

Still, still, still, you can hear the falling snow. 
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping. 

Holy Star, its vigil keeping. 



UPDATE Page 6 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
Michele Venable        894-1373 
parishnurse@marymother.org 

 Advent’s message is one of waiting and hoping.  Have we 
not, in these challenging times, been waiting and hoping as 
we continue praying?  The message, age to age, calls us to 
continue loving and caring for one another as we wait upon 
the coming of Our Savior, that we may be ready.  Peace be 
with you!  
 
Bound For Bethlehem:  A “virtual” Advent journey from 
St. Louis to Bethlehem, Israel.  The journey is long - 6,440 
miles long!  Something everyone of all abilities can do, 
those who want to participate will contribute “miles.” given 
for physical fitness, prayer and/or charitable works.  Join in 
at any time during Advent.  Please call or email me for a 
pamphlet.  Check our parish’s progress on the website or 
bulletin (Nurse Corner).  NOTE: This is different than the 
“Road to Bethlehem” daily scripture program through 
FORMED, but could be done together! 
 
Blood Drive in January:  Are you a blood donor or would 
you like to become one?  Please watch the bulletin (Nurse 
Corner) for information about the next blood drive on 
Tuesday, January 19th.  

 
Emmanuel, God Is With Us. 

EVANGELIZATION 
COMMISSION 

Jeanne Rothermel    evangel@marymother.org 

On October 3, Brian Miller of the Office of Evangelization 
and Discipleship spent the morning sharing some  
information with our parishioners around that very idea:  
Evangelization and Discipleship.  He focused on the  
concept of Missionary Discipleship, defined as the on-going 
process of Encountering Christ, Growing in our  
relationship with Him, and Witnessing Him to others  
constantly.  Mr. Miller shared with those in attendance, 
some questions to ponder in each of those areas.  I thought 
it might be appropriate to share a few of those questions 
with a wider audience.  The difficulty of being together as a 
community over the last 8 months has left some of us  
feeling distant and a little bit lost in our faith journey.   
Perhaps spending a little time in thought with one of these 
questions will help.  The questions fall into those three  
areas mentioned earlier: 
 

Encounter:  How is the Lord calling you to encounter Him 
anew each day? 
Grow:  How is the Lord calling you to grow in  
Community? 
Witness:  Who might the Lord be calling you to share the 
Gospel with? 
                                                                                            

Have a blessed, safe and healthy Christmas season! 

SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Becky McDonnell          social@marymother.org 

God bless all of you!  This is what’s going on: 
December 4,  7:00 - 8:00pm- Advent Glow 
Theme: Comfort and Joy 
Come enjoy a series of uplifting reflections, music and 
slides.  Let us put a smile on your face and help you prepare 
for ‘Jesus.’  This will take place in church and requires the 
same guidelines as Mass (mask on). Eighty (80) people can 
sign up to attend in church via Sign up Genius.  The event 
will also be live streamed and then available to watch  
anytime afterwards. 
 
December13: Our Happy Birthday Jesus party is  
cancelled; but .  .  .  .  We have Packets.  We have Advent/
Christmas packets with stories, an Advent Wreath, crafts 
and activities for 3-12-year-old children.  They are free to 
anyone.  If you would like to give one to a child, Sign up on 
Sign-up Genius. 
 
January 30-The Progressive Dinner is Cancelled : 
(Stay tuned: we hope to be able to have some wonderful 
Jubilee events in the coming year. 

Hello Mary Mother! 
Our monthly meetings consist of a review of the financials.  
This includes our cash position, ($12,500 surplus for the 
first quarter), our Profit and Loss statement for the previous 
month, and upcoming/completed Major Projects, (all 
repairs are complete).  Ann Garavaglia provided a 
comprehensive guide to direct our new subcommittee, 
Strategic Maintenance, in the management of the Mary 
Mother campus.  This guide encompasses every imaginable 
aspect of a building and lists the dates of the last 
maintenance.  We also review the Offertory trends.  One 
aspect of the Offertory trends would be Faith Direct.    

What a blessing Faith Direct has been to our parish.  We 
would like to encourage all parishioners to participate if 
possible.  It’s easy to sign up.  You simply go to the Mary 
Mother web page.  There you will find a link with four easy 
steps.  And if you don’t feel comfortable using the 
computer, simply call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 and 
give our parish code: MO 56. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
Wishing all a SAFE and BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 

ADMINISTRATION AND 
FINANCE COMMISSION 

Mary Gudinas    adfin@marymother.org 

*******************
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Kim Blackford        formation@marymother.org 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
Maura Clancy       youth@marymother.org 

I hope everyone was able to celebrate Thanksgiving in a 
fun and safe way with family and friends!  Unfortunately, 
we had to cancel a lot of our Youth Group plans during 
November because the COVID numbers were really high; 
but we hope we can have most of our plans for this month. 
December 6th we’ll have our Special Service Project down 
in the Parish Hall, socially distanced.   
December 13th—we hope we can still have Tony Scalzo 
talk to the teens.  
On December 20th is going to be our Social Night, which 
we hope we can play basketball; but if we decide the  
numbers are too bad, we will have a Fear Factor Night. 
Fear Factor is a crazy game where the adults pick different 
things for the teens to do in order to get points and win the 
game.  
On the last Sunday of December (27), we will not have any 
Youth Group events because that is Christmas weekend.  
So that is all for December events, but we are still deciding 
on what things we should do in January.  We thought it 
would be a good idea to wait and see how the COVID  
numbers are and make plans around that.   
 
I hope you all stay safe and have an amazing Christmas!  

The Parish Council has been talking about becoming better 
missionary disciples.  Of course, our Jubilee is on our minds 
too.  Something that fits both these topics is  
renewing our “sister” relationship with the “Rock Church.”  
During our 50th, we want to look back to our roots to build on 
our future.  We’d like to establish more fellowship with their 
parishioners, rather than simply the charity we’ve been 
providing for many years.  We acknowledge that we can 
learn and grow from them also.  We invite YOU to be part of 
a group that will soon be planning, with folks from “The 
Rock,” how to build up this relationship.  Please contact me 
if you’d like to help make this part of our Jubilee  
celebration year – and beyond.                                                    
                                                                                            
A different kind of Thanksgiving is behind us.  We are   
looking toward a Christmas that will likely be different from 
any other we’ve celebrated too.  Traditions are so  important 
that they are very hard to let go of.  But let’s  remember the 
only tradition that really matters is that we celebrate the birth 
of an infant who came to save us.  No virus can ever take that 
away from us.  God Bless.  Be Safe.  Merry Christmas.  

LITURGY COMMISSION  
Carol Mason       liturgy@marymother.org 

In our Sourcebook 2020 The Almanac for Pastoral  
Liturgy,  it says “Advent is both a joyful and penitential 
season of preparation for the Lord’s coming.  While there is 
a certain sobriety and restraint associated with Advent, and 
while John the Baptist does call us to repentance, it is not a 
time of sadness.  The Universal Norms on the Liturgical 
Year and the Calendar (UNLY) reminds us that “it is a 
time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in 
which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is 
remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of 
this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s 
Second Coming at the end of time.  For these two reasons 
Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight”   
(UNLY, 39).”                                                         
 
In December, we thank the volunteers of the Liturgy  
Planning Teams for Advent and Christmas.  They are led 
respectively by Andy Dapron and Jeanne Rothermel.    
Many help to bring the focus of Christ to our Mary Mother 
Community in this way.  Thank you all so much for mak-
ing Mary Mother of the Church a “Happy Place.” 

 TITHING 

 October 2020 -  4 Sundays   
$ 965  each agency 

Fr. Bob’s Outreach Program – Provides assistance with 
utility bills, and also funeral/burial support for those in and 
around the St. Augustine Parish.  Christmas baskets are  
provided for inner-city poor families. 
 
Sisters of Divine Providence (LaPosada) – Provides  
housing and shelter for indigent immigrants in San Benito, 
Texas. 
 
St. Stephen Catholic Church – Provides assistance for 
rural parish in Richwood, MO.  Parish serves a very poor 
area of the state and their need is great. 
 
St. Louis University Prison Program – An educational 
college program for prisoners aimed at breaking the cycle of 
poverty and recidivism.  SLU offers an Associate’s Degree 
program to the incarcerated, as well as prison staff, with a 
demonstrated reduction in repeat offenses. 
 
North Grand Neighborhood Services - Promotes the  
dignity of low-income persons and their community by  
developing affordable housing, employment and training 
opportunities for youth, and other community initiatives.   
 
People to People – Direct aid, including medical, food and 
water, to the people in Haiti, 80% of whom live in direct 
poverty. 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION 

Rob Telthorst             service@marymother.org 

As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ this  
Advent, I can’t help but reflect on the great effort the parish 
put forth for the “Rock Church” Christmas program.  This 
collection of food and gifts (this year gift cards) for our 
friends at St. Alphonsus is a fitting Advent activity.  Is 
there a better example or definition of Christian Service 
than the giving of ourselves for others?  Focusing on the 
needs of those God has placed in our path can open our 
hearts to the coming of Christ.   
 
None of us knows what Christian service opportunities we 
will see in the new year.  Although 2020 has turned around 
and shut down many of our traditional mission  
opportunities, we  know that the need to serve is always 
present and, given the good hearts at Mary Mother, I am 
sure we will find a way to meet those service needs even in 
the midst of a pandemic.  
 
The COVID virus is, of course, only part of the hard news 
in 2020.  Deep divides centered on racial, cultural and  
political differences have scared our communities.  The 
Pope has urged us to reach out to those whose lives and 
backgrounds are different from our own and to seek the 
common ground that can bind us together in peace.   
Exploring and expanding our relationships at St. Alphonsus 
would seem to be an excellent way to follow the Pope’s 
direction and perhaps bring a little healing to our part of the 
world.  We are in dialogue with our friends at the “Rock 
Church” in an effort to continue and expand our  
relationship.  Perhaps we will zoom a program that  
members of both parishes can watch, fol-
lowed by a group zoom discussion. 
 
I hope you will give the matter some prayer and then share 
your inspiration and insights. 
 

Peace on Earth    

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 

What types of support can SVDP provide?  There are a 
number of ways that SVDP can give assistance to our 
Neighbors in Need.  We can help with immediate needs 
such as food, clothing, and shelter.  Specifically, our 
members can bring non-perishables from our pantry along 
with grocery store gift cards for perishables.  If needs such 
as clothing, beds or bedding, furniture or furnishings are 
present, we can provide vouchers for these at SVDP thrift 
stores.  Frequently the needs are centered on overdue rent 
or utility bills, because of layoffs or unexpected expenses. 
We determine if the Neighbor can provide some money 
toward the bill or bills, and then make up the remainder to 
get them over the hump.  If the need is caused by 
unemployment, SVDP can provide lists of job 
opportunities.  
 
If needs are greater than our parish conference can meet, 
we can ask for help from other conferences or from the St. 
Louis Council office.  Extensive car repairs, car 
replacements, or household repairs are examples.  More 
than anything, we can provide our Neighbors with hope, 
prayers and the assurance that someone cares.   

PRO-LIFE 
Leslie Najjar 

Pro-Life Christmas Cards are on sale now! $13 for a box 
of 18.  Call 314-487-8883 to arrange card pick up from the 
Licata home.  Sales benefit Missouri Right to Life. 
 
The core team is formed and beginning to plan how our 
parish can better Walk with Moms in Need.  We thank the 
team of Megan Bennett, Kathy Davidson, Polly Fick,  
Carolyn Messler and Remy Yu.  Pray for blessings on their 
efforts, and for moms in need during these difficult times. 
 
“O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the  
incarnation of Christ, your Son, with faith and trust.  Grant 
your protection to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. 
 
Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities  
places of welcome and assistance for mothers in need.  
Help us become instruments of God’s love and compassion. 
 
Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us build a 
culture of life and a civilization of love, together with all 
people of good will, to the praise and glory of God, the  
Creator and lover of life.  Amen.” 
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December 2020 
 
Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Basketball  

7pm SVdP Zoom 

Mtg 

2 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Cornerstone  

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

1:30pm AA #2 

6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Group 

3 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Adoration 

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

 

4 

6:30pm Pickleball 

  

7pm Advent Glow 

5 

9am Deacon 

Council Mtg 

3:30pm Confession 

6 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

10am Gr 6-8 

PSR 

11am Praise & 

Worship Band at 

11am Mass 

7pm Youth 

Group  

 

7 

9:05am AA Group 

12:30pm Pickleball  

6pm GriefShare 

ZOOM Mtg 

6:30pm Pickleball  

8 

OFFICE CLOSED 

for Immaculate 

Conception  

 
8:30am Mass for 

holyday 

 

7:00pm Mass for 

holyday 

 

9 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Cornerstone  

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

1:30pm AA #2 

6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Grp 

 

10 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Adoration 

7pm Strategic 

Planning Comm 

7pm Surviving 

Divorce 

11 

6:30pm Pickleball  

12 

9:30am Walking 

with Moms mtg 

11am Baptism 

3:30pm Confession 

 

13 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

10am Gr 6-8 

PSR 

6:30pm Rosary 

 

14 

9:05am AA Group 

12:30pm Pickleball  

6:30pm Pickleball  

15 

9am Adoration 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Basketball  

7pm COMMUNAL 

RECONCILATION 

SVC  

7pm SVdP Zoom  

Mtg 

 

16 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

1:30pm AA #2 

6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 

7pm Christmas 

Choir Practice 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Grp 

 

17 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Adoration 

7pm Prayer Group 

7pm Christmas Choir 

Practice 

18 

6:30pm Pickleball  

19 

3:30pm Confession 

20 

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

 

12pm decorate 

church for 

Christmas 

6:30pm Rosary 

7pm Youth 

Group rec nite 

21 

9:05am AA Group 

12:30pm Pickleball  

6:30pm Pickleball  

 

22 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Basketball  

23 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

1:30pm AA #2 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Grp 

24 

4pm Christmas Eve 

Mass (Praise & 

Worship Band at 

4pm Mass) 

 

7pm Christmas Eve 

Mass 

25 

OFFICE CLOSED 

for HOLIDAY 

 

9am Christmas 

Day Mass 

 

11am Christmas 

Day Mass 

 

26 

3:30pm Confession 

27 

Feast of the 

Holy Family 

 

6:30pm Rosary 

28 

9:05am AA Group 

12:30pm Pickleball  

6:30pm Pickleball  

29 

9am Adoration 

9am Quilting 

9am TOPS 

9am Walking/PAC 

4pm Basketball  

 

30 

9am Adoration 

9:30am Tai Chi 

12:30pm Pickleball  

1:30pm AA #2 

8pm Youth Prayer 

Grp 

31 

9am Walking the 

PAC 

4pm Adoration 

 

5pm Mass for Feast 

of Mary, Mother of 

God 

Jan 1 

Feast of Mary, 

Mother of God  

OFFICE CLOSED 

for HOLIDAY 

 

9am Mass for 

holyday 

 

  

 

For more details, go to: https://www.marymother.org/calendar-1
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UPDATE 

Mary Mother of the Church 
5901 Kerth Road 
St. Louis, MO  63128 

BAPTISMS: 
Reese Annmarie Leicht 
 
MARRIAGES: 
Katy Driskill & Nick Randolph 
 
DEATHS: 
Marva Tallo 
Doris Hagan 
 
FAREWELL: 
Katherine Nesser 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


